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Introduction  

People's healthy lifestyle, economic stability, prosperous life are determined by the development of 

architecture and infrastructures, management systems, the scale of small and medium 

entrepreneurship, industrial development and the success of other areas. The appearance of settlements 

determines the future growth of the country. The reason is that social and economic development 

cannot happen without the participation of small regions. In the future, the basis of Uzbekistan's 

development will be a network of large and medium-sized cities and agglomerations, which will 

become the centers attracting small towns and urban-type settlements. This ensures equal distribution 

of production forces and human resources in the country, accelerates the development of industry and 

service sector. This vital need shows the need to study the efforts being made in this direction at the 

level of state and local government bodies, the changes being implemented scientifically through 

sociological research and practical monitoring research. 

In the field of urban sociology, the study of cities begins with dividing them into types from a 

typological point of view based on quantitative and qualitative indicators, because the socio-

demographic characteristics of the population living there are determined by the specialization of cities 

and the number of inhabitants. It should be noted that cities can be specialized in one field or 

multifunctional, accordingly, distinguish industrial cities, transport centers (ports, railway centers), 

scientific cities, touristic cities, resort cities, etc. possible The number of inhabitants is the basis for 

dividing cities into large, medium and small cities. It should also be noted that the division of cities 

into types depending on the population is carried out differently in different countries. Because it takes 

into account the territorial, quantitative and qualitative characteristics of the country. For example, 

since 1955, regions with a population of over 100,000 have been recognized as cities in the PRC. As 

a result of the administrative reform of 1978, this indicator was reduced to 3 thousand. 85% of the 
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population should be employed in fields other than agriculture. This reform justifies the rapid increase 

in the country's urbanization rate.1 

In our country, cities with a population of up to 20,000 are called small cities, and those with a 

population of 50,000 to 100,000 are called medium-sized cities. First of all, these are district centers 

and cities subordinate to the district.2 

The majority of small and medium-sized cities with a population of up to 50,000 are in our country. 

Almost a quarter of our population lives in them, that is, about 8 million people. According to the 

results of the research, by 2025, their population may increase by three times.3 This situation justifies 

the need to study the development of small and medium-sized cities on the basis of monitoring 

sociological research. Because sociology studies this field in a combination of economic, political, 

socio-demographic, cultural fields and can make scientific predictions by analyzing its future prospects 

through the pair of factors. Today, among the problems related to cities in our country, migration and 

uneven distribution of population in different regions stand out. In general, it is not unusual for people 

living in rural areas to move to cities. If we look at history, this situation has always existed. But this 

process cannot be left unchecked. Otherwise, as in some countries, the uneven distribution of the 

population in the regions of the country leads to excessive population growth in one region and 

depopulation of some regions, which in turn leads to economic problems, dissatisfaction and alienation 

in society, various deviant and suicidal situations, among the population of society. causes 

unpleasantness such as the increase of the gap between the rich and the poor. For example, let's look 

at the People's Republic of China or Russia, which are considered one of the largest countries. 

Although China has surprised the world community with its economic growth in recent years, it has 

many problems within the society. A high level of urbanization is typical for this country. From 1979 

to 2014, the share of the population in cities increased from 19.0% to 54.8%.4 

Economic differences between regions are the reason for the uneven distribution of the population 

across the country, resulting in a huge gap between the rich and the poor. A number of problems are 

faced in the formation of the middle class. Although the country's population has a high level of 

patriotism and national identity, there are problems with the social-psychological situation and 

satisfaction with one's life. 

In order to eliminate the occurrence of such problems in the society, a reasonable state policy should 

be carried out. It is important to study the motives of population migration from villages to cities. 

These motives include the need of the population to acquire a profession, to continue studying in higher 

educational institutions, to improve their social and household conditions, family conditions, and the 

desire to be employed in fields other than agriculture. Therefore, it is possible to find solutions to this 

problem by urbanizing rural areas. 
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If we look at the situation in our country, in the words of the American sociologist and economist Saski 

Sassen, we can see that the leading urban system, that is, the rapid attraction of people living outside 

the capital city, and the increase in the population.5 

In order to eliminate this situation, it is important to develop several more large cities and 

agglomerations in the country. This measure diverts population flow from one city to several and 

reduces demographic pressure. It also causes the development of other regions. 

For this purpose, a number of research centers and independent institutes operating in our country are 

conducting a number of monitoring studies and research on the development prospects of small and 

medium-sized cities. For example, the Institute of Economic Research conducted large-scale studies 

in this direction. According to their research, in order to reduce the demographic pressure on the city 

of Tashkent, it is necessary to develop two agglomerations and another large city that can 

accommodate 500-800 thousand inhabitants. More than a hundred cities and towns in our country 

occupy a place in the life of our country with their unique quantitative and qualitative indicators. Each 

of these regions has its own opportunities and prospects. In this way, it occupies an important place in 

the economy of our country. Today, the construction of automobile factories in Asaka and Samarkand, 

gas-chemical plant in Shortan, oil refinery in Bukhara, establishment of independent industrial-

economic zone of Navoi, Jizzakh, Angren show that positive results are being achieved in this direction 

in our country. It is known from the world experience that the formation of new agglomerations on the 

territory of the country is carried out through the development of small and medium-sized cities. If we 

look at the first stages of the urbanization of the PRC, we can see that it is precisely this aspect, that 

is, the potential of small and medium-sized cities was not used in the formation of large cities, and this 

led to negative socio-economic consequences in their management.6 

In short, the development of small and medium-sized cities is important in our country. This issue is 

determined by criteria such as the migration situation in our country, demographic growth rates of the 

population, land and water opportunities, and the need for industrialization. In order to increase the 

effectiveness of the work carried out in this direction and to ensure the productivity of those in the 

future, it is appropriate to conduct monitoring sociological research. 
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