
 

American Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Sciences 
ISSN (E): 2832-8019                    Volume 43, | December - 2025                     

 

P a g e  | 65  www.americanjournal.org 

  

INVESTIGATION PROCESSES AND SOCIAL JUSTICE: COMPARATIVE 

ANALYSIS OF CHINGIZ AITMATOV’S QIYOMAT AND HARPER LEE’S 

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 

Davlatova Shakhnoza Muhammmadiyevna 

Teacher, Denau Institute of Entrepreneurship and Pedagogy 

Email:shahnozadavlatova21@gmail.com 

 

A B S T R A C T K E Y W O R D S 

This article explores investigation processes and social justice in Chingiz 

Aitmatov’s Qiyomat and Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. Both novels 

depict morally complex societies where justice is challenged by social 

structures, prejudice, and power dynamics. The study analyzes how 

characters respond to social inequality, the role of empathy, and moral 

courage in navigating unjust systems. By comparing Aitmatov’s depiction of 

human and animal communities’ survival and justice with Lee’s portrayal of 

Tom Robinson’s trial, the paper highlights the universality of moral 

dilemmas and the pursuit of social justice across different cultural and social 

contexts. 
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Introduction 

Literature often reflects society’s struggles with justice, morality, and social responsibility. Chingiz 

Aitmatov’s Qiyomat portrays human and animal interactions as an allegory of survival, morality, and 

social hierarchy in the natural world, emphasizing the consequences of injustice and leadership. 

Similarly, Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird illustrates the legal and moral challenges faced by Tom 

Robinson, a Black man falsely accused of a crime, within the racially segregated town of Maycomb, 

Alabama, in the 1930s.Both works explore how individuals confront social and ethical dilemmas, 

highlighting the tension between personal morality and societal prejudice. This comparative study 

examines investigation processes, moral development, and social justice as depicted in these two 

culturally distinct but thematically related texts. 

 

METHODS 

This research uses a comparative literary analysis approach: 

Textual Analysis: Close reading of key passages from Qiyomat (scenes describing the survival and 

leadership of Akbara and Arlon, and the community’s moral hierarchy) and To Kill a Mockingbird 

(Tom Robinson’s trial scenes and courtroom interactions).Thematic Comparison: Identifying 

similarities and differences in the representation of justice, morality, empathy, and social inequality. 
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Contextual Analysis: Considering historical, cultural, and social contexts influencing the narratives’ 

depiction of investigation processes and moral decisions. 

 

RESULTS 

Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird presents a detailed depiction of the judicial process in Maycomb, 

Alabama, highlighting both the legal procedures and the moral dilemmas inherent in a racially 

segregated society. The trial of Tom Robinson demonstrates the structural biases that influence judicial 

outcomes. Although evidence clearly proves Robinson’s innocence, the racial prejudices of the jury 

override objective reasoning. This disparity illustrates how societal norms and entrenched prejudice 

can corrupt the pursuit of justice. 

Key courtroom interactions, such as Judge Taylor’s procedural oversight and Mr. Gilmer’s cross-

examination, reveal the tension between legal formalities and ethical considerations. For example, 

when Robinson is questioned about his physical abilities, the aim is less about establishing facts and 

more about manipulating the jury’s perception to fit racial stereotypes. Lee emphasizes how social 

hierarchy and power imbalances affect investigative processes, shaping both the experience of the 

accused and the moral development of the observers, particularly Scout and Jem. 

Through the children’s perspective, Lee explores how exposure to injustice fosters moral reasoning 

and empathy. Scout and Jem grapple with the tension between the community’s social norms and the 

ethical imperative of fairness [1.200] .Their observations provide insight into the intersection of legal 

procedures, morality, and social influence, highlighting the limitations and biases inherent in human-

administered justice. 

In Chingiz Aitmatov’s Qiyomat, the concept of investigation and justice is represented allegorically 

through the behavior and interactions of wolves and gazelles. The narrative details how Akbara, as the 

leader, and Arlon, as his subordinate, manage conflicts, survival challenges, and social order within 

the wolf community. The interactions between these characters serve as an allegory for ethical 

decision-making and the maintenance of fairness within a community. 

For example, Akbara’s response to Arlon’s disobedience demonstrates the exercise of authority 

tempered with moral reasoning.[2.8] While Akbara asserts dominance, he does so with an awareness 

of responsibility, ensuring that actions taken do not unjustly harm the subordinate or the community. 

Similarly, the wolves’ collective management of hunting and territory illustrates the enforcement of 

unwritten laws of justice, where fairness and cooperation are essential for the survival of the group. 

The narrative also depicts the consequences of failure to uphold social norms. Conflicts among the 

wolves and challenges posed by environmental pressures, such as hunting and resource scarcity, 

function as a metaphor for societal injustice and its effects on individuals and communities. The 

allegorical representation emphasizes that moral responsibility and social cohesion are crucial for both 

survival and the preservation of social order. 

Comparing Lee and Aitmatov reveals several commonalities and contrasts in the treatment of 

investigation and social justice: 

 

Justice and Social Bias: Both texts depict how social structures influence the administration of justice. 

In To Kill a Mockingbird, racial prejudice affects legal outcomes; in Qiyomat, hierarchical norms and 

natural law influence how conflicts and responsibilities are resolved. Both authors show that justice is 

never neutral and is shaped by societal and environmental contexts. 
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Moral Development and Empathy: In Lee, Scout and Jem develop moral awareness through 

observation of injustice; in Aitmatov, Akbara demonstrates ethical leadership and empathy toward his 

subordinate, modeling moral reasoning within the natural hierarchy. Both works emphasize that 

understanding and enacting justice requires consideration of others’ perspectives and circumstances. 

 

Consequences of Injustice: In both works, injustice produces suffering. In Lee, societal prejudice 

leads to the wrongful conviction of an innocent man, highlighting human cruelty and systemic failure. 

In Aitmatov, failure to respect community norms or mismanagement of social responsibility can 

endanger survival and disrupt social cohesion. Both underscore that injustice undermines moral and 

social stability. 

       

Role of Leadership: Leadership is central to maintaining justice in both contexts. Atticus Finch 

embodies moral courage and legal integrity, guiding his children and challenging societal bias. 

Similarly, Akbara exercises ethical authority to maintain balance and fairness in his community, 

ensuring that natural and social laws are respected. 

           

Ethical Reflection and Social Awareness: Both novels encourage readers to critically reflect on 

ethical responsibility. While Lee focuses on legal and social accountability in a human context, 

Aitmatov highlights the interdependence and ethical duties within a natural community. The 

comparison demonstrates that moral reasoning and social justice are universal concerns, transcending 

culture and species. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The comparative analysis of Chingiz Aitmatov’s Qiyomat and Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird 

highlights the multifaceted nature of justice, moral responsibility, and social awareness in different 

contexts. Both authors, though writing in distinct cultural and temporal settings, explore how societal 

norms, hierarchical structures, and individual ethical choices affect the administration of justice and 

the development of moral consciousness. 

In To Kill a Mockingbird, the legal system is portrayed as an instrument of both justice and prejudice. 

The trial of Tom Robinson exposes the intersection of law, racial bias, and social expectations, 

illustrating that legal procedures alone cannot guarantee fairness. The courtroom becomes a stage 

where the broader social inequalities of Maycomb are enacted, revealing how deeply embedded 

societal prejudices distort judicial outcomes. Through the children’s perspective, Lee emphasizes the 

importance of empathy, moral reflection, and critical reasoning. Scout and Jem’s exposure to injustice 

cultivates their ethical awareness, teaching readers that the pursuit of justice requires not only legal 

knowledge but also moral courage and social consciousness. 

Conversely, Aitmatov’s Qiyomat employs allegory to explore justice and moral responsibility within 

the natural world. The interactions between Akbara, Arlon, and other wolves mirror human ethical 

dilemmas and hierarchical power dynamics. Justice in this context is maintained through mutual 

respect, adherence to communal norms, and responsible leadership. Unlike the formal legal procedures 

in Lee’s work, Aitmatov presents justice as an emergent property of social and natural order—an 

ethical system rooted in survival, cooperation, and the moral integrity of leaders. This perspective 
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emphasizes that fairness and responsibility are essential for the stability of any community, whether 

human or animal. 

The juxtaposition of these two works reveals common principles underlying justice and moral 

development. Both highlight the consequences of injustice: in Lee, systemic racial prejudice leads to 

the wrongful condemnation of an innocent man, while in Aitmatov, failure to follow communal norms 

or neglect of ethical responsibility threatens the survival of the group. Leadership emerges as a central 

mechanism for mitigating injustice in both narratives—Atticus Finch guides his children and 

challenges societal prejudice, while Akbara ensures ethical conduct and maintains balance within his 

community. 

Furthermore, the texts underscore the role of observation, reflection, and empathy in cultivating social 

awareness. In To Kill a Mockingbird, Scout and Jem’s moral growth results from witnessing injustice 

firsthand, prompting readers to consider the ethical dimensions of social structures. In Qiyomat, the 

natural allegory encourages reflection on how ethical decision-making and social responsibility are 

essential for harmonious coexistence. Both authors advocate for an active, conscientious approach to 

justice, where understanding the perspectives of others and acting with integrity are crucial. 

Finally, these works contribute to a broader discourse on the universality of justice and morality. 

Despite differences in setting and narrative technique, both Aitmatov and Lee demonstrate that ethical 

principles, empathy, and accountability are fundamental to maintaining social and moral order. Their 

stories remind readers that justice is not merely a legal or procedural concern but a deeply human (and 

in Aitmatov’s case, universally ethical) endeavor, requiring awareness, courage, and thoughtful action. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The comparative analysis of Chingiz Aitmatov’s Qiyomat and Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird 

demonstrates that both authors, despite differences in context and narrative style, share a profound 

concern with justice, moral responsibility, and social awareness. In Lee’s novel, the legal system and 

societal prejudices reveal the complexities of pursuing justice in a racially biased community, 

emphasizing the importance of empathy, moral courage, and ethical reflection. In Aitmatov’s 

allegorical narrative, the natural hierarchy and communal norms illustrate that justice and responsibility 

are essential for the survival and harmony of any society. 

Both texts underscore the pivotal role of leadership, observation, and ethical reasoning in maintaining 

fairness. Atticus Finch’s moral guidance and Akbara’s principled authority demonstrate that justice is 

not merely a set of rules but an active practice requiring understanding, courage, and adherence to 

ethical principles. Additionally, both works highlight the consequences of injustice, showing that 

systemic bias or neglect of responsibility can lead to suffering and social disruption. 

Ultimately, the study of these two works reveals that the pursuit of justice and the cultivation of moral 

consciousness are universal human concerns. By examining the processes of investigation, social 

hierarchy, and ethical decision-making, readers gain insight into how empathy, reflection, and moral 

action can foster fairness and social cohesion. Both Aitmatov and Lee challenge audiences to consider 

their own moral responsibilities and to recognize that justice—whether in human society or in the 

broader natural world—requires vigilance, integrity, and active engagement. 

 

 

 



American Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Sciences 
Volume 43 December - 2025 

 

P a g e  | 69  www.americanjournal.org 
 

REFERENCES 

1. Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. J.B. Lippincott & Co., 1960. 

2. Aitmatov, Chingiz. Qiyomat. www.ziyouz.com, 2004. 

3. Bloom, Harold, ed. Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. Chelsea House Publishers, 2007. 

4. Shields, Charles J. Mockingbird: A Portrait of Harper Lee. Henry Holt & Co., 2006. 

5. McWhorter, Ladelle. Racial Justice in Literature: Critical Approaches. Routledge, 2012. 

6. Mardanova, M. D., & Davlatova, S. M. (2024). The problem of stylistic classification of 

vocabulary. Modern Science and Education: Achievements and Development Prospects, (2), 10–

13. 

7. Muhammadiyevna, D. S. (2025). HARPER LI VA O ‘ZBEK ADABIYOTIDAGI SUD 

JARAYONIGA OID TERMINLARINING O ‘XSHASH VA FARQLI JIHATLARI. Hamkor 

konferensiyalar, 1(14), 1185-1189. 

8. Muhammadiyevna, D. S. (2025). HARPER LEENING “MAZAGʻCHI QUSHNING 

OʻLDIRILISHI” ROMANIDA SUD JARAYONLARINING ADABIY TASVIRI. Hamkor 

konferensiyalar, 1(15), 691-695. 

9. Muhammadiyevna, D. S. (2024). JAHON ADABIYOTIDA YURISPRUDENSIYA VA SUD 

JARAYONLARI BADIIY TALQIN ETILGAN ASARLAR TAHLILI. Philological research: 

language, literature, education, 8(9). 

 

http://www.ziyouz.com/

