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In recent years, large-scale reforms have been carried out in Uzbekistan to improve the system of social
protection and provision of social services. In particular, during the period of new reforms starting in
2017, completely new procedures such as "lron Book", "Youth Book", "Women's Book" were
introduced and the mechanism of providing social assistance to the population was simplified. Special
attention is being paid to socio-economic development and wide implementation of entrepreneurship
among the population in order to increase the employment and income of the population, to further
strengthen the social support of the population in the regions of the Fergana Valley. Because
"Economic development and social protection are interrelated concepts that cannot be imagined
separately.” In this regard, special attention is paid not only to the social protection system in our
country, but also to the economic factors that provide its stable foundation.

As in every country, in the first years of independence in Uzbekistan, it was important to pay special
attention to the human factor in the implementation of extensive economic reforms. Demographic
processes such as population growth, birth, death, marriage, divorce have followed their own path in
all periods. Because the socio-economic and political development of any country is related to its
geographical location, natural conditions, various resources, as well as demographic changes. Also, in
the years of independence, in the period of reforming the society of Uzbekistan in all aspects, taking
into account the demographic situation, population dynamics and its structure, the formation and
appropriate distribution of labor resources in the regions, and the level of their employment in the
economy are important factors.

From these reasons, it is clear that the demographic process in the country has a unique complex
character, which has been formed and developed historically. For example, in 1991, the population of
the republic was 20,607.7 million. people, in 2011 28453.8 min. people, in 2016 32120.5 mIn. person
[2.-B.17], and by 2020, 34.23 million. organized a person.
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After the initial difficulties on the threshold of independence, the country began to achieve economic
stability. And as a result of this, although slowly, the standard of living of the population changed in a
positive direction, the income of families increased, their material conditions improved, and
"demographic stability™ was achieved in 2005[2.-B.49].

Analyzing population dynamics and their composition in the Ferghana Valley, which has its own
demographic characteristics and is one of the densely populated areas in the country, is considered to
be of particular importance. Because this land has occupied high places in the republic in terms of
wealth of labor resources and large population.

From the first period of independence to the present time, the number of rural population and natural
increase has been high compared to urban population. According to the sources, the population of rural
areas increased by 32.2% and urban population by 19.2% in 1991 alone. Also, during the years 2000-
2005, while the urban population increased by 1 million, the population of villages increased by 4.4
million [5.-B.15]. The main reason for this was the small population of cities compared to villages and
their activity in migration processes.

As a result of the reforms implemented in the republic in recent years, in particular, the number of
cities is increasing, as a result of extensive creative work on increasing the number of cities and
fundamentally reforming the existing infrastructure. Urbanization processes have increased
significantly in them, and in 2016, 50.6% of the total population of the republic was in cities, and
49.4% in villages [6.-B.21].

One of the main reasons why the valley regions fell into a difficult situation from the demographic
point of view was that almost 30 percent of the population of the republic is concentrated in Andijan,
Ferghana, and Namangan regions, which occupy about 4 percent of the total land area of the republic
[1.-B.99]. Because the density of the population in the region, the large number of children in the
families, the slowness of the migration movement had a negative impact on the socio-economic
development.

Therefore, it is important to properly assess the socio-economic development and demographic
processes of the Ferghana Valley, to pay attention to the increase in the level of employment of the
population that occurs in the regions.

At the same time, when analyzing the demographic situation in Fergana region, it became clear that
the population of the region has been growing steadily in recent years. According to archive data, the
population of Fergana region as of January 1, 2010 is 3 million. 48.7 thousand, and labor resources 1
million. 720.1 thousand people [7. List 25, Volume 1, Sheet 52]. And it can be observed that this
situation has progressed and the population of the region has increased. For example, according to the
statistical information of Fergana region, as of January 1, 2014, the permanent population of the region
was 3,445,300 people, and since the beginning of the year, it has increased by 58,800 people or 1.7%,
and the natural population growth is 59,500 people. did [4.-B.30].

In 2017, the demographic situation in Fergana region continued its steady growth. As of January 1,
2018, the total number of permanent residents of the region was 3,620.1 thousand people, which
increased by 55.3 thousand people or 1.6 percent since the beginning of 2016 [3.-B.57]. It can be seen
that in this year the urban population was more than the rural population.

Fergana Valley is one of the most urbanized regions in the Republic of Uzbekistan, 61.2% of the total
population lives in cities, and this situation is 32.3% of the total urban population in the whole
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country[8.-B.160]. In this case, the number of urban residents was 52.5% in Andijan region, 57.0% in
Fergana region, and 63.4% in Namangan region[9.-B.66].

Also, the Fergana Valley is considered the most densely populated region in the republic, and in the
period under study, the average birth rate in the region was 23.1%, the fourth place among the regions
of the republic, and the average rate of natural reproduction was the fifth place with 18.2% [6.-B.25].
Namangan region has the highest rate of population growth with 3.78%, Fergana region has the lowest
rate with 2.85%. At the same time, in 1990-2000, the population of Namangan region increased by
4.25%, while the population of Fergana region increased by 2.0%. These different situations are related
to the national structure of the population, external migration and urbanization [9.-B.40]. In recent
years, along with the increase in the population of the Republic, the population density in its territories
is also increasing.

In conclusion, the Fergana Valley is one of the most densely populated regions of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, which has created a unique demographic situation. In the early years of independence, as
in all regions of the country, the population of the valley regions was small, and over the years its
weight has steadily increased. In the years of independence, significant changes in demographic
indicators occurred in the population of the valley regions. This was reflected in the birth and death
rates, the national composition of the population, and the norms of socio-economic development.
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