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ABSTRACT KEYWORDS

This study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of contextual approaches | Contextual — approaches,
to teaching vocabulary in the Uzbekistan education system. A survey was | teaching vocabulary,
conducted among English language teachers in Tashkent to gather their | English language
perspectives on the impact of contextual vocabulary teaching on students’ | teachers, survey,

English language proficiency. The survey results revealed that contextual | traditional methods, rote
approaches to teaching vocabulary were perceived as more effective than | memorization,  real-life
traditional methods, as they facilitated better retention and application of | contexts, acquisition,
vocabulary in real-life contexts. Additionally, the study found that | retention, motivation
incorporating contextual elements into vocabulary teaching increased
students’ motivation and engagement, which positively impacted their
language learning outcomes. The findings of this study suggest that
contextual approaches to teaching vocabulary can be beneficial in
enhancing students’ English language proficiency and should be
considered as a viable teaching method in the Uzbekistan education
system.

INTRODUCTION

The acquisition of vocabulary is an integral part of language learning, as it forms the foundation for
effective communication and comprehension (Laufer, 1997). Despite its importance, traditional
methods of teaching vocabulary have been criticized for their lack of effectiveness, as they often
involve rote memorization and fail to provide learners with the opportunity to apply vocabulary in
real-life contexts (Nation, 2001). In recent years, contextual approaches to teaching vocabulary have
gained popularity, as they incorporate real-life scenarios and authentic materials to facilitate the
acquisition and retention of vocabulary (Schmitt & Schmitt, 2014).

In the Uzbekistan education system, English language learning is a compulsory subject from primary
school to higher education. However, the traditional methods of teaching vocabulary have been
predominant in the Uzbekistan education system, which may limit students’ language learning
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outcomes. Therefore, this study aimed to explore the impact of contextual approaches to teaching
vocabulary on Uzbekistan students’ English language proficiency, from the perspectives of English
language teachers in Tashkent.

Methodology

A survey was conducted among 50 English language teachers in Tashkent, who were selected through
purposive sampling. The survey consisted of closed-ended and open-ended questions, designed to
gather information on teachers’ perceptions of the effectiveness of contextual approaches to teaching
vocabulary, their experiences in incorporating contextual elements into their teaching, and the impact
of contextual teaching on students’ English language proficiency. The survey responses were analyzed
using descriptive statistics and content analysis.

Results

The survey results revealed that 86% of the respondents believed that contextual approaches to
teaching vocabulary were more effective than traditional methods. The majority of the respondents
(78%) reported that incorporating contextual elements into their teaching increased students’
motivation and engagement, which positively impacted their language learning outcomes.
Furthermore, 64% of the respondents reported that contextual approaches to teaching vocabulary
facilitated better retention and application of vocabulary in real-life contexts.

The open-ended responses provided additional insights into the impact of contextual teaching on
students’ English language proficiency. Many respondents reported that contextual teaching helped
students understand the nuances and usage of vocabulary in different contexts, which improved their
communication skills. Some respondents also reported that contextual teaching improved students’
reading and writing abilities, as it exposed them to authentic materials and real-life scenarios.

The findings of this study support the effectiveness of contextual approaches to teaching vocabulary
in enhancing Uzbekistan students’ English language proficiency. The results suggest that
incorporating contextual elements into vocabulary teaching can increase students’ motivation and
engagement, facilitate better retention and application of vocabulary, and improve their
communication, reading, and writing skills. These findings are consistent with previous studies, which
have found that contextual teaching is more effective than traditional methods (Schmitt & Schmitt,
2014; Webb & Nation, 2017).

However, this study has several limitations that should be considered. Firstly, the sample size was
relatively small, which may limit the generalizability of the findings. Secondly, the study relied on
self-reported data from teachers, which may be subject to bias. Future studies should consider using
larger sample sizes and triangulating the data with students' perspectives and language proficiency
assessments to enhance the validity of the findings.

Conclusion

This study provides insights into the effectiveness of contextual approaches to teaching vocabulary in
the Uzbekistan education system. The findings suggest that contextual teaching can enhance students'
English language proficiency by increasing their motivation and engagement, facilitating better
retention and application of vocabulary, and improving their communication, reading, and writing
skills. Therefore, contextual approaches to teaching vocabulary should be considered as a viable
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teaching method in the Uzbekistan education system. Further research is needed to explore the impact
of contextual teaching on students' language proficiency using more diverse samples and methods.
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